As a Race Director for Clowne Road Runners, I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who contributed to the great success of this, our 30th Half Marathon.

This year is my last year as Race Director and also sadly I will be leaving the club after 18 years of membership, almost 16 years serving on the committee, leaving behind “some supporting colleagues”.

So where do I start first?  Runners who entered our race and those runners who have already taken the time to place comments on the various social media sites, viewing the reports and comments which are all extremely positive; this for our club, Clowne Road Runners, is a great source of encouragement to all those who marshalled today, for whom without their support, it would not be possible to promote such an event.

We had 804 runners entered into this year’s Half Marathon; this the largest overall number of entries since the Clowne Half Marathon event began and along with Eric, I believe the best organised event in the events history.

Advertising of our event is so important.  Even though most of the entries are made on line, advertising is crucial to the success of any event, so over 2,000 clubs were emailed, 400-plus postal envelopes, along with entry forms distributed by members at running events. 

Unfortunately, I cannot mention everyone in expressing my thanks for their support, but not being mentioned does not mean I have not noticed the contribution you have made.

· I will start with two people who have not only supported me in the Half Marathon events, but other events I have been responsible for organising, ie the Elmton Chase, The Duathlon, and the Cross Country Series, and that is Roger and Sheila.  This year, unfortunately, they have been unable to support me as much, due to personal problems, which some of our members are aware of.  Sheila has organised in the past the distribution of the Goody Bags, along with supporting Roger, and as it is my last year I would not want their contribution to the success of the Clowne Half Marathon to go un-noticed.  I have been an advocate for awarding Sheila a life membership for her conspicuous and outstanding contribution to the Clowne Road Runners club, and I hope someone will take up my mantle and rallying call until she is awarded same.   

· Eric Lane and his team, and Eric in particular who has worked so hard these past six months with the entries; only a few are privy to the stress and time this function takes on you.  His team of volunteers who are active at the registration desks, then onto the manual results for the first 100 runners, a back-up just in case we have a problem with the chip timing, and finally taking off 804 chips from runners shoes to ensure we, as a club, are not levied for the loss of these chips.  From the first runner to cross the line, Eric never stops collating the results to ensure the Derbyshire Championship results, along with the main results, are ready for our presentation. 

· Graham Sheen was team leader for the start and finish of the race area, supported by Greg Goddard, who I can call Graham’s able assistant; this year everything was trouble-free and ran like clockwork.  I have received so many compliments from runners with regard to how much they enjoyed the atmosphere in the start and finish area; well done Graham and your team, the best in our race history.

· This years “Goody Bag” which we gave to each runner, must warrant as the “Best Race Goody Bag” of 2015 in the events calendar!!  Putting these together was a mission in itself, and a big thank you to the ‘goody bag team’, Ged, Judy and their children, Andy Ward, John and Linda Proffitt, Barbara and Barrie Williams, Andy Foster and his wife, Paul Sadler, Dave Keeling, Audrey, and myself!! put 800 goody bags together. Each goody bag containing a Lucozade sports drink, Warburton’s 6-pack of crumpets, Tunnock’s caramel bar, a Fyffe’s banana, a Soreen Malt Loaf, and an iPro Sports drink, all completed in less than 2 hours!!

· On Race day, Danny Scott and his team of helpers greeted the runners as they came through the finish line, making sure they received the Goody Bags, the correct T-Shirts and water, “Jack Flap” as Danny described it, ensuring the finish area was trouble-free.

· Bert Wain and John Profitt, who loaded the signs on Saturday morning along with Andy Ward, then out early Sunday morning putting out the mile-markers and signs, then collecting same and taking back to Malcolm Stapelton’s lock-up.  John helped me with so many other important jobs that we tend to take for granted, but are so important.

· Malc Stapelton, one of our newest members, came to the rescue with a lorry to take out and collect the signs, both contributing and giving their weekend to the success of our race.

· Dave Keeling, for his continued support for me in promoting the event on our web page, and providing all the relevant information anyone would need about our event.  If you looked at the half marathon web page you would have seen the vast amount of information that was placed there to ensure no runner was un-informed with regard to the rules and conditions that were in place for our event.

· Dave was supported by Steve Hattersley, our secretary, with his weekly drum banging.  Steve always gives 100% support to any event that takes place under the Clowne Road Runners banner.

· Andy Ward and his team, who organises the parking of so many vehicles on race day, ensuring their safety, and as we know everything went to clockwork, not just one car park to manage but three, and then his team and himself continued their support by taking up marshalling points.

· Out of the way from the action but so important on race day, a special BIG thank you to Simon and Jasmine who took care of the safe keeping of the runner’s personal baggage, ensuring the smooth running at Heritage School. 

· Doctor Collins our medical doctor who provides his time for free, always there in the background ready for any emergency.

· A big thank you to Andy Foster acting as a Centre Manager, keeping people moving when they had collected their chips and numbers, and Steve Hattersley for the pre-sweep car so important to ensure we are ready to go.  Another thank you to Andy for taking over the navigator in the lead car, we know it wasn’t you Andy that broke the clock on the lead vehicle!!

· David Bailey (Steve Battle) let loose on the course with a camera, whose results can be seen on our web page.  Excellent photos this year, not one of a pair running shoes!!

· Paul Sadler for his hard work delivering water, collecting all the items from my home and transporting to the Community Centre on Saturday, and delivering to the water stations on Sunday morning.  He also helped strim parts of the course that could have proved negative for the runners.

· Jackie for providing the Physio on the day, voluntarily, and then donating all the takings to Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice. 

· All our ladies and gents who baked the flapjacks, not one piece left at the end of the race over 700 pieces gobbled up!! Great reviews on facebook.

· All of the members, friends and families of Clowne Road Runners who perform and contribute so much of their spare time leading up to the race and on race day itself.  I sincerely hope that you all enjoyed the experience and that you will continue to give your support in next year’s event.

· The Clowne Road Runner’s memento, the Christmas Theme T-Shirt.  Always working well with Suzy, who let me have my own way with the logos.  Suzy, the professional she is, put it together for the printers, and Tprint again produced the goods!! and from media feedback the runners are very happy with the Christmas theme.

· Wow almost forgot my wife, Audrey, for her clerical assistance this year and years gone by, and helping me put together 804 chips onto the race numbers and also the T-Shirt sizes.

· We are also very grateful to the Police.  Wendy and her team for such a professional performance in ensuring the start and finish is concluded in a safe environment, so professional, and a credit to the county of Derbyshire.

· St John’s Ambulance, Raynet and Clowne District Council who provided us with the free use of the community centre for our event, along with a free skip, all this contributes to ensure that the athletes are able to run in a safe environment.

Those who viewed our entry form would have noted that we have supported Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice and a £1 from each entry was donated.  Along with additional donations, this gave Bluebell Wood almost £1,000 for their charity, something that Clowne Road Runners can be proud off, and they also added a substantial amount from the proceeds of the hot sandwiches and drinks that they organised for the runners, visitors and supporters.

This year I have ensured that only charities have benefited from our sponsors and the monies made from the Half Marathon entries, with over £1,200 going to local charities, scouts and guides groups, “Care of Police Survivors” Charity, Raynet, and the Friends of Folk who promote, like ourselves, the “Wellbeing” of the local community, especially for our young people, something you can all feel proud of. 

We have also supported the British Legion with five free places which, in turn, has raised a substantial amount from the runners who had themselves been sponsored by family and friends, and also Ray’s 75 marathon’s in 75 days.  Maltby’s own Ray Matthews raised monies for the Newman School in Whiston which caters for disabled children; we have supported Ray’s challenge with three free entries.      

[bookmark: _GoBack]I would like to thank Worksop Guardian for their media coverage, Clowne Council for their support, and Bryan Dale, who will provide through his web page, over 4,000 photographs for runners both in the main race and fun race to be able to download free of charge and be able to print a memory to view for years to come.

Finally I thank our sponsors, because without their contribution the event would not be possible.  No other than a “Big Man with a Big heart”, Tony Buckingham of Buckingham Insurance; Mizuno Sports; Accelerate Sports UK; Lucozade Sports for the drinks; Billy Martin, who provided the road cones; Fyffe’s bananas, who supplied over 800 bananas; Warburton’s for 700 packs of crumpets; Tunnocks caramel wafers, all the way from Scotland; Suunto for the £250 ladies sports watch; Soreen for the malt loaves; i.Pro for the Isotonic drink, and last but not least, Wilko, who provided the bags for the “Goodies”.

So it now leaves me to say, a personal big thank you to everyone for making this year’s race such an enjoyable experience for so many people.  And don’t let us forget the jobs we all do are Voluntary; we do not get paid, so if mistakes are made we support as a team, and we learn from those mistakes and put what we have learned into the next event.

A Merry Christmas to you all; the running fraternity can be proud of our performance at Clowne Road Runners 30th Half marathon.


Dennis Learad
Race Director 

