   Johns Edinburgh 1/2m report

One thing I have learned from my weekend away while running the Chris Hoy Edinburgh Half Marathon is, I have found another dissimilarity between me and Arnold Swartzeniger “ I won’t be back”.   I had hoped to do a decent time, for one reason or another I failed, I just can’t put a finger on why I just failed. Must take another look at my training . 
If you ever think about running this race then think again .The organisation was rock bottom, no numbers or chips were sent out you were required to pick these up either on the Saturday ( difficult if you live outside Edinburgh) or on the morning of the race. From the chaos inside the sports hall I don’t think many picked them up on the Saturday. The fact that the start was delayed by 15 minutes endorsed the chaos inside. The organisation only got away with bad planning because of the fine weather. 
The course of the race wasn’t too bad as it made it’s way from Meadowbank Stadium towards the coast and on to Portobello, then on to Musselburgh Race Course at 7 miles. The route then made for Prestonpans where at 10 miles we turned round and headed back towards Musselburgh again.  I’m not keen on a course where you run passed the finish knowing you have another 6 miles to go.   More chaos at the finish, instead of “goodie” bags there was a single file passed the Tshirt and medal stand then on to collect your Mars bar, drinks and bananas, all in single file well with 5000 runners coming they just couldn’t cope, this started a backlog.  It got worse at baggage collection with bags in wrong bays and just small boy scouts taking all the abuse.   It didn’t end there as there was a large queue for the returning buses to Meadowbank. 
I mentioned all runners got a Tshirt, absolute crap for the money we had paid to enter.  A white “fruits of the loom” with the New Balance logo across the front, I can’t believe such a big firm would put their name on such a cheap item that must have cost  all of £2 at the most. I have sent an Email to New Balance and told them so. As I said before the weather was fine but who knows what the chaos would have been like had we had rain.  Definitely a “No No” for next year so I am looking for places new to pound the Tarmac.  
  Value for money and organisation,    NIL   

   The Ripped Off Englishman
