Clowne XC 2009 Report

Clowne ladies took first place at the final race of the cross country series at Clowne on Sunday 8th March. The men's team came second to Killamarsh although there were some fine individual performances, particularly Lewis Banton who came second. Read on to find out why we choose to spend our Sunday mornings in this way, and also what the pig at Oxcroft overheard........... 

In typical fashion the rain started 15 minutes before the start of the race around 120 runners lined up on Mansfield Road for 5.5 miles of tracks, stiles and paths across ploughed fields. In fact underfoot conditions were generally ok although the wind was unwelcome. We set off along Damsbrook Lane and followed the course to Shuttlewood via Church Lane at Stanfree, going through a field of wild horses just after the start (there is never a 'Horse Whisperer' about when you need one!). The course may best be described as "undulating" and the unrelenting climb upto the main road at Shuttlewood has few fans. After that though you turn back for Clowne and there is a fast downhill section before a climb back up to the top of the ridge at Oxcroft. 

This is where we get to what the pig heard. 

The path at one point goes past a field of pig huts. The pig, who we'll call 'Rasher' - he/she does not wish to be identified - states that they overheard two CLOWNE runners talking; the male runner asked the female runner if she fancied "pork sausage". Now, as Rasher points out, there were no cooking facilities nearby and the lady didn't look as though she needed food, so was this a clumsy innuendo?! And if the male runner was so interested in her diet, why didn't he ask her if she liked bacon sandwiches? Overall, very strange behaviour. If any human overheard this conversation, please contact the Club Captain in the first instance for a bribe to remain silent.     

Leaving Rasher and his/her mates behind, its a flat final mile back to Damsbrook Lane, the finish and a welcome bottle of water. We were then treated to a fantastic buffet of homemade sandwiches and soup and then the results were announced... 

The first four Clowne ladies - Mel, Jackie, Karen B. and Karen R. finished 5th, 6th, 8th and 12th respectively and this teamwork got its just reward - first place on the day (narrowly beating Killamarsh ladies). Clowne men finished second on the day. Going back to the ladies, it is rumoured that their performances were enhanced by following Dave Johnson around the course in his tight red shorts - if their performances continue like this, the red shorts may need to be passed on to an even faster male runner... 

Killamarsh deservedly came out top on the day (after the mens' and womens' results are combined) and they took away all three trophies for the series - mens, ladies and overall. However they are just out on loan to the Killamartians, Clowne would like them back..........   

Postscript: 
Solicitors for Mrs Melanie Adams have asked us to point out that, contrary to a statement in an earlier race report, Mrs Adams does not shop at Ikea. They were unable to state specifically how she keeps her teapot warm but felt it unlikely that she uses her nice blue running hat. We are happy to correct any impression that we may have inadvertently given and trust that we won't now feel the full force of Mrs Adams' size 3 where the sun don't shine. 

                                                                   'Bacon Butty'
